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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

NO.  R. 6975� 24 December 2025

      
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
No. R.                                          2025 

 
RULES BOARD FOR COURTS OF LAW ACT, 1985 (ACT NO. 107 OF 1985) 

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES REGULATING THE CONDUCT OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE PROVINCIAL AND LOCAL DIVISIONS OF THE HIGH 

COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 
The Rules Board for Courts of Law has, under section 6 of the Rules Board for Courts 

of Law Act, 1985 (Act No. 107 of 1985), and with the approval of the Minister for Justice 

and Constitutional Development, made the rules in the Schedule. 
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SCHEDULE 
 
GENERAL EXPLANATORY NOTE: 
 
[                     ] Words or expressions in bold type in square brackets indicate 

omissions from the existing rules. 

 

____________ Words or expressions underlined with a solid line indicate 

insertions into the existing rules. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Definition 
 
1. In this Schedule the “Rules" means the Rules Regulating the Conduct of the 

Proceedings of the Provincial and Local Divisions of the High Court of South Africa 

published under Government Notice No. R. 48 of 12 January 1965, as amended by 

Government Notice Nos. R. 235 of 18 February 1966, R. 2004 of 15 December 1967, 

R. 3553 of 17 October 1969, R. 2021 of 5 November 1971, R. 1985 of 3 November 

1972, R. 480 of 30 March 1973, R. 639 of 4 April 1975, R. 1816 of 8 October 1976, R. 

1975 of 29 October 1976, R. 2477 of 17 December 1976, R. 2365 of 18 November 

1977, R. 1546 of 28 July 1978, R. 1577 of 20 July 1979, R. 1535 of 25 July 1980, R. 

2527 of 5 December 1980, R. 500 of 12 March 1982, R. 773 of 23 April 1982, R. 775 

of 23 April 1982, R. 1873 of 3 September 1982, R. 2171 of 6 October 1982, R. 645 of 

25 March 1983, R. 841 of 22 April 1983, R. 1077 of 20 May 1983, R. 1996 of 7 

September 1984, R. 2094 of 13 September 1985, R. 810 of 2 May 1986, R. 2164 of 2 

October 1987, R. 2642 of 27 November 1987, R. 1421 of 15 July 1988, R. 210 of 10 

February 1989, R. 608 of 31 March 1989, R. 2628 of 1 December 1989, R. 185 of 2 

February 1990, R. 1929 of 10 August 1990, R. 1262 of 30 May 1991, R. 2410 of 30 

September 1991, R. 2845 of 29 November 1991, R. 406 of 7 February 1992, R. 1883 

of 3 July 1992, R. 109 of 22 January 1993, R. 960 of 28 May 1993, R. 974 of 1 June 

1993, R. 1356 of 30 July 1993, R. 1843 of 1 October 1993, R. 2365 of 10 December 

1993, R. 2529 of 31 December 1993, R. 181 of 28 January 1994, R. 411 of 11 March 

1994, R. 873 of 31 May 1996, R. 1063 of 28 June 1996, R. 1557 of 20 September 

1996, R. 1746 of 25 October 1996, R. 2047 of 13 December 1996, R. 417 of 14 March 
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1997, R. 491 of 27 March 1997, R. 700 of 16 May 1997, R. 798 of 13 June 1997, R. 

1352 of 10 October 1997, R. 785 of 5 June 1998, R. 881 of 26 June 1998, R. 1024 of 

7 August 1998, R. 1723 of 30 December 1998, R. 568 of 30 April 1999, R. 1084 of 10 

September 1999, R. 1299 of 29 October 1999, R. 502 of 19 May 2000, R. 849 of 25 

August 2000, R. 373 of 30 April 2001, R. 1088 of 26 October 2001, R. 1755 of 5 

December 2003, R. 229 of 20 February 2004, R. 1343 of 12 December 2008, R. 1345 

of 12 December 2008, R. 516 of 8 May 2009,  R. 518 of 8 May 2009, R. 86 of 12 

February 2010, R. 87 of 12 February 2010, R. 88 of 12 February 2010, R. 89 of 12 

February 2010, R. 90 of 12 February 2010, R. 500 of 11 June 2010, R. 591 of 09 July 

2010, R. 980 of 19 November 2010, R. 981 of 19 November 2010, R. 464 of 22 June 

2012, R. 992 of 7 December 2012, R. 114 of 15 February 2013, R. 262 of 12 April 

2013, R. 471 of 12 July 2013, R. 472 of 12 July 2013, R. 759 of 11 October 2013, R. 

212 of 28 March 2014, R. 213 of 28 March 2014, R. 214 of 28 March 2014, R. 30 of 

23 January 2015, R. 31 of 23 January 2015, R. 317 of 17 April 2015, R. 781 of 31 

August 2015, R. 3 of 19 February 2016, R. 678 of 3 June 2016, R. 1055 of 29 

September 2017, R. 1272 of 17 November 2017, R.1318 of 30 November 2018, R. 61 

of  25 January 2019, R. 842 of 31 May 2019, R. 1343 of 18 October 2019, R. 107 of 7 

February 2020, R. 858 of 7 August 2020, R. 1157 of 30 October 2020, R. 1603 of 17 

December 2021, R. 2133 of 3 June 2022, R. 2413 of 26 August 2022, R. 3397 of 12 

May 2023, R. 4477 of 8 March 2024, R. 5124 of 16 August 2024, R. 5560 of 22 

November 2024, R. 6230 of 30 May 2025, R. 6504 of 15 August 2025 and R. 6753 of 24 

October 2025. 

 

 
Amendment of rule 1 of the Rules 
 

2. Rule 1 of the Rules is hereby amended—   

(a) by the insertion after the definition of “combined summons” of the following 

definition:  

“′conventional method′ means the method for the filing, service and 

lodging of hard copy court processes, pleadings, notices or other 

documents, the administration of court case files and the hearing of 

cases, in use prior to the coming into operation of the e-justice 

system;”; 
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(b)  by the substitution for the definition of “deliver” of the following definition: 

“'deliver' means to serve copies on all parties and file the original with the 

registrar, either through the e-justice system or the conventional method 
and 'delivery', 'delivered' and 'delivering' have corresponding meanings;”; 

(c)  by the insertion after the definition of “deliver” of the following definitions:  

“′document′ means any written, printed or electronic matter including 

pleadings, notices and data and data messages as defined in the 

Electronic Communications and Transactions Act, 2002 (Act No. 25 of 

2002); 

′e-justice system′ means the electronic system for filing, service or 

lodging of documents, the administration of court case files and the 

adjudication of cases as provided for in these rules;  

′electronic′ means technology, which has electrical, digital, magnetic, 

wireless, optical, electromagnetic or other intangible form or similar 

capabilities;  

′electronic communication′ means a communication by means of data 

or data messages as provided for in the Electronic Communications and 

Transactions Act, 2002 (Act No. 25 of 2002); 

′electronic mail address′ means an electronic address to or from which 

an e-mail, as defined in the Electronic Communications and Transactions 

Act, 2002 (Act No. 25 of 2002), is sent or received;  

′hard copy′ means information set forth in paper form and ‘hard copies’ 

shall have a corresponding meaning; 

′hyperlink′ has the meaning assigned to it in section 1 of the Electronic 

Communications and Transactions Act, 2002 (Act No. 25 of 2002) and 

includes a key word or reference in a text providing a link to another text;”; 

(d)  by the substitution for the definition of “party” of the following definition: 

“'party' or any reference to a plaintiff or other litigant [in terms], includes 

such party's attorney with or without an advocate, as the context may 

require;”; 

(e)  by the insertion after the definition of “party” of the following definitions: 

“′PDF′ means a portable document format, being a file format that 

preserves the exact format including the font and colour of any source 

document, irrespective of the application platform used;  
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′registered user′ means a person or entity who has registered to use the 

e-justice system;”; 

(f)  by the substitution for the definition of “registrar” of the following definition: 

“'registrar' includes [an assistant] a senior or chief registrar;”;  

(g)  by the insertion after the definition of “registrar” of the following definition: 

“‘service desk’ means a service point under the control of the registrar to 

assist litigants as well as members of the public, to file, serve, lodge or 

access documents on the e-justice system;”; and 

(h) by the addition after the definition of “sheriff” of the following definition:  

“‘sign’ means affixing or appending a signature including an electronic 

signature comprising the initial or name of the person signing, in any font, 

style or size which is intended by the person to serve as a signature and 

includes an advanced electronic signature as provided for in the Electronic 

Communications and Transactions Act, 2002 (Act No.25 of 2002) and 

‘signed’ has a corresponding meaning.”.  

 
Insertion of rules 1A and 1B in the Rules 
 

3. The following rules are hereby inserted after rule 1 of the Rules: 

 

“Application of the e-Justice system  
 
  1A. The e-justice system shall apply in those courts where it is in 

operation.  

 

E-Justice system 
 

1B. (1) The e-justice system shall apply to— 

(a)  the issue of summonses and applications; 

(b)  the service of documents subject to the provisions of subrule (17);  

(c)  the filing of documents and lodging of records;  

(d)  the hearing of cases as provided for in these rules;  

(e)  access to electronic court case files; and 

(f) appeals and reviews. 
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(2)  Every registered user shall── 

(a)  maintain an electronic mail address for the duration of registration on the 

e-justice system;  

(b)  maintain accurate contact information as required by the e-justice system 

for the duration of registration; 

(c)  update the e-justice system within 24 hours of any change in the 

information provided at registration; and 

(d)  verify document legibility and orientation before submitting the document 

on the e-justice system. 

(3) (a)  Every registered user agrees to receive documents 

from other registered users and the registrar only in respect of the matters to 

which the registered user is a party or is on record. 

 (b)  Subject to the provisions of subrule (17), whenever a 

document is required to be served on a registered user, service at the electronic 

mail address of such registered user on the e-justice system shall be deemed to 

be service at such registered user’s electronic mail address. 

 (c) The registrar or the court may send documents to a 

registered user through the e-justice system. 

(4) (a)  Only PDF format documents may be uploaded on the 

e-justice system. 

(b)  Documents uploaded on the e-justice system shall— 

(i)  be formatted in compliance with the rules governing formatting of hard 

copies of documents, including page limits and font style and size;  

(ii)  not be locked or otherwise password protected;  

(iii)  comply with the maximum file size permitted by the e-justice system; and  

(iv)  be of sufficient quality to ensure legibility: 

Provided that any electronic document converted to PDF must be maintained in 

the original format until the case is considered finalised.  

(c)  Attachments and exhibits such as physical exhibits 

and demonstrative evidence, which cannot be filed in PDF format, shall be filed 

by the conventional method or be filed in a format as directed by the court.  

(d)  Where an attachment or exhibit is filed in terms of 

paragraph (c), a document listing the attachments or exhibits must be filed on the 

e-justice system.  



This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za

26    No. 53897	 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 24 December 20257 
 

(5)  Hyperlinks and other electronic navigational aids may be 

included in a document as an aid to the court: Provided that— 

(a)  each hyperlink contains a text reference to the source of the link; 

(b)  hyperlinks are used to provide an electronic link to other portions of the 

same document or other portions of the court case file; 

(c)  hyperlinks to cited authorities shall not replace the standard citation format 

for statutes, judgments, rules or other cited material where such standard 

citation is required; and   

(d)  hyperlinks in pleadings are restricted to documents filed of record.   

(6) (a)  Whenever a party is required to file a hard copy, the 

hard copy must be scanned, converted to PDF format and uploaded onto the e-

justice system. 

(b)  A party who files a hard copy through the e-justice 

system must keep in his or her custody or control such hard copy and must 

produce that hard copy to the court, if so ordered by the court. 

(c)  The hard copy filed and kept must be available to the 

court for the duration of the matter in which it has been filed and must be kept 

until the case is considered finalised. 

(d)  The court case file shall include any hard copy 

submitted for filing and uploaded on the e-justice system: Provided that it shall 

not be necessary for such hard copy to be maintained or retained by the court. 
(7)  Documents larger than the maximum permitted size 

indicated by the e-justice system may be submitted for filing if they are divided 

into separate segments, each of which complies with the e-justice system size 

restrictions.   

 (8)  Documents which consist of images other than text shall be 

scanned at a sufficient resolution to ensure a legible and accurate representation 

of the image. 

 (9) (a)  Where parties agree on exhibits to be tendered in 

evidence at a trial or hearing, such exhibits shall be marked and filed on the e-

justice system, except where the conventional method is required to be used.  

(b)  Exhibits tendered at trials or hearings and which can 

be maintained in an electronic format, shall be maintained in such format for the 

purposes of the court record. 
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(10) (a)  Cases that commenced prior to the coming into 

operation of the e-justice system shall continue in the conventional method to 

their completion unless— 

(i)  the parties have agreed to use the e-justice system; or  

(ii)  the presiding judge directs that the e-justice system be used. 

 (b)  If so agreed or directed, each party shall be 

responsible for the scanning of hard copy documents to PDF format and 

uploading thereof onto the e-justice system. 

(11) (a)  The time periods prescribed for delivery and lodging 

of documents by the Rules shall also apply to the e-justice system.  

(b)  Documents filed on the e-justice system after the 

closing time prescribed by rule 3 shall be deemed to have been filed on the next 

court day. 

(12)  If a technical problem prevents the uploading or delivery of 

a document on a particular day, the following rules shall apply: 

(a) The registered user shall deliver the document using the 

conventional method; 

(b) Upon the document being filed, the registrar of the court 

shall upload the document on the e-justice system; and  

(c) If a document is not delivered within the time limits 

prescribed by the rules, the provisions of rule 27 shall apply.  

(13)  Subject to the provisions of subrule (12), delivery or filing 

shall be deemed to have taken place when the e-justice system generates a 

notification.  
(14) (a) The registrar may reject any document filed if such 

document does not comply with rule 1B (4). 

(b)  Where a document is rejected—  

(i) the registrar must within 48 hours notify the party filing the document of 

this fact by sending a notice which will record the rejection and the reason 

therefor; and 

(ii) such party must within one day, resubmit the correctly formatted 

document:   

Provided that this rule shall not vary the time limits prescribed in the Rules. 
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(15)  All matters issued by the e-justice system may be 

adjudicated through the e-justice system unless a court directs otherwise. 

(16)  The service desk shall assist— 

(a)  by explaining how the e-justice system operates; 

(b)  with the scanning and converting of a hard copy to PDF for issuing by the 

registrar of the court; 

(c)  with the filing or lodging of a hard copy by scanning and converting the 

document to PDF and uploading the document under the respective case 

number; 

(d) with the service through the e-justice system of a hard copy, excluding 

documents initiating process, on a registered user by scanning and 

converting the document to PDF and filing the document under the 

respective case number;  

(e) with the registration of a litigant who applies for registration on the e-justice 

system; 

(f) with requests for access to court case files, including, where requested, 

copies of documents, or transmission of documents to an electronic mail 

address or external device; and 

(g) with any other services or assistance required relating to the e-justice 

system. 

(17) (a) Where the party effecting service and the party being 

served are registered users, service of a document, other than service by the 

sheriff or as ordered by the court, shall be done through the e-justice system. 
(b) Service of a document, other than service by the 

sheriff, which service is to be effected by or on a party who is not a registered 

user, must be done using the conventional method: Provided that proof of service 

must be filed with the registrar or service desk simultaneously with the original of 

the document so served.”.  

 
Amendment of rule 4A of the Rules 
 

4. Rule 4A of the Rules is hereby amended— 

(a)  by the substitution for the heading of the following heading:  

“Delivery of documents [and notices]”; 
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(b)  by the substitution for subrule (1) of the following subrule: 

“(1) Service of all subsequent documents [and notices], not falling 

under rule [4(1)(a)] 4(1)(a), in any proceedings on any other party to the 

litigation may be effected by one or more of the following manners to the 

address or addresses provided by that party under rules [6(5)(b)] 6(5)(b), 

[6(4)(d)(i)] 6(5)(d)(i), 17(3), 19(3) or 34(8), by[: -]— 
[(a)] (a) hand at the physical address for service provided[, or]; 
[(b)] (b) registered post to the postal address provided[,]; or 

[(c)] (c) facsimile or electronic mail to the respective addresses 

provided.”. 

(c)  by the repeal of subrule (5). 

 
Amendment of rule 6 of the Rules  
 

5. Rule 6 the Rules is hereby amended by the substitution in subrule (12) 

for paragraph (c) of the following paragraph: 

  “(c)  A person against whom an order was granted in such 

person's absence in an urgent application may by notice, set down the matter for 

reconsideration of the order.”. 

 
Amendment of rule 37 of the Rules 
 

6. Rule 37 of the Rules is hereby amended by the substitution in subrule 

(6) for paragraph (j) of the following paragraph: 
“(j) which party [will] shall be responsible for— 

(i)  the copying and other preparation of documents including a 

bundle for trial, where the conventional method is used; and 
(ii) the preparation of documents including an electronic bundle for 

trial, where the e-justice system is used;”. 

 

Amendment of rule 37A of the Rules 
 

7. Rule 37A of the Rules is hereby amended—  

(a)  by the substitution in subrule (7) for paragraph (a) of the following paragraph: 
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“(a) (i) of the date, time and place of a case management  

conference in the matter to be presided over by a case 

management judge; and 

(ii) whether the case management conference is to be held 

using the conventional method or the e-justice system;”; 

(b)  by the substitution in subrule (9) for paragraph (b) of the following paragraph: 

“(b)  A case management judge may, upon considering 

the statement by the parties referred to in paragraph (a), direct— 

(i)  that appearance by one or all of the parties is dispensed with; and 

(ii) whether the case management conference is to be held using the 

conventional method or the e-justice system.”; and       

(c)  by the substitution for subrule (13) of the following subrule: 

“(13)  The record of the case management conference, 

including the minutes submitted by the parties to the case management 

judge, any directions issued by the judge and the judge's record of the 

issues to be tried in the action, but excluding any settlement discussions 

and offers, shall be included in the court file [to be placed before] for 

the trial judge.”. 

 

Amendment of rule 49 of the Rules 
 

8. Rule 49 of the Rules is hereby amended—  

(a)  by the substitution in subrule (1) for paragraphs (b) and (e) for the following 

paragraphs, respectively: 

“(b)  When leave to appeal is required and it has not been 

[requested] applied for at the time the judgment or order is given, 

application for such leave, stating the grounds for the application, shall be 

made [and the grounds therefor shall be furnished] within 15 days after 

the date of the order appealed against: Provided that– 

(i)  when the reasons or the full reasons for the 

court's order are given on a date later than the date of the order, such 

application may be made within 15 days after such later date[: Provided 
further that]; and 
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(ii)  the court may, upon good cause shown, 

extend the aforementioned periods of 15 days. 

(e)  Such application shall be heard by the judge who 

presided at the trial or hearing or, if [he] that judge is not available, by 

another judge of the division of which the said judge, when [he] such judge 

so presided, was a member.”; 

(b)  by the deletion of subrule (5); 

(c)  by the substitution in subrule (6) for paragraph (a) of the following paragraph:  

“(a)  (i) An appellant shall within 60 days after delivery of a notice of  

appeal, apply to the registrar of the division where the 

appeal is to be heard, for a date for the hearing of such 

appeal and shall— 
(aa)  furnish the registrar with the appellant’s legal 

representative’s physical and electronic mail 

addresses; or if the appellant is unrepresented, then 

the appellant’s full residential address and an 

electronic mail address, if the appellant has an 

electronic mail address; and 

(bb)  furnish the name and address of every other party to 

the appeal. 

(ii)  Should the appellant fail to apply for a date of hearing as 

referred to in subparagraph (i), a respondent may within 10 

days after the expiry of the said period of 60 days apply for 

the set down of the appeal or any cross-appeal which such 

respondent may have noted.  

(iii)  If no application for a date of set-down is made by either 

party, the appeal and any cross-appeal shall be deemed to 

have lapsed and either party may apply to the court for an 

order confirming the lapsing of the appeal: Provided that the 

respondent shall have the right to apply for an order for any 

wasted costs.”;   

(d)  by the substitution in subrule (7) for paragraphs (a) and (b) of the following 

paragraphs: 



This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za

32    No. 53897	 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 24 December 202513 
 

“(a)  (i)  Simultaneously with the application for a date 

for the hearing of an appeal in terms of subrule (6)(a), the appellant 

shall deliver a copy of the record on appeal: Provided that where 

the e-justice system is not operational in the division where the 

appeal is to be heard, the appellant shall file with the registrar three 

copies of the record on appeal and furnish two copies to the 

respondent.  

(ii)  The appellant shall in addition deliver a complete 

index and copies of all papers, documents and exhibits in the case, except 

formal and immaterial documents: Provided that such omissions shall be 

referred to in the said index.  

(b)  The registrar of the court that is to hear the appeal or 

any cross-appeal shall thereupon assign a date for the hearing of the 

appeal or for any application for condonation and the appeal, as the case 

may be, and shall set the application for condonation and appeal down for 

hearing on the said date and shall give the parties at least 20 days' notice 

of the date so assigned.”; 

(e) by the deletion in subrule (7) of paragraphs (c) and (d); 

(f) by the substitution for subrules (8), (9) and (10) of the following subrules:  

“(8)  The record on appeal in subrule (7)(a)(i) shall be 

clearly typed in double spacing, the pages thereof shall be consecutively 

numbered and every tenth line on each page shall be numbered. 

(9)  (a) By [consent of] agreement between the 

parties, exhibits and annexures having no bearing on the point at issue in 

the appeal and immaterial portions of lengthy documents, may be omitted.  

(b) Such [consent] agreement, setting out what 

documents or parts thereof have been omitted, shall be signed by the 

parties and shall be included in the record on appeal[.]: Provided that 

[T]the court hearing the appeal may order that the whole of the record be 

[placed before it] made available. 

 

(10)  When the decision of an appeal turns exclusively on 

a point of law, the parties may agree to submit such appeal to the court in 

the form of a special case, in which event, [copies shall be submitted 
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of] only such portions of the record as may be necessary for a proper 

decision of the appeal shall be delivered: Provided that the court hearing 

the appeal may [require] order that the whole of the record of the case be 

[placed before it] made available.”; 

(g)  by the deletion of subrule (12); 

(h)  by the substitution in subrule (13) for paragraph (a) of the following paragraph: 

“(a)  Unless the respondent waives his or her right to 

security or the court in granting leave to appeal or subsequently on 

application to it, has released the appellant wholly or partially from that 

obligation, the appellant shall, before lodging [copies of] the record on 

appeal with the registrar, enter into good and sufficient security for the 

respondent's costs of appeal.”. 

(i)  by the deletion of subrule (14); 

(j)  by the substitution for subrule (15) of the following subrule:  

“(15)  Not later than 15 days before the appeal is heard the 

appellant shall deliver a concise and succinct statement of the main points, 

[(]without elaboration[)], which [he] the applicant intends to argue on 

appeal, as well as, a list of the authorities to be tendered in support of each 

point, and not later than 10 days before the appeal is heard, the 

respondent shall deliver a similar statement[.]: Provided that where the e-

justice system is not operational [T]three additional copies shall in each 

case be filed with the registrar.”. 

 

Amendment of rule 49A of the Rules 
 

9. Rule 49A of the Rules is hereby amended— 

(a)  by the substitution in subrule (1) for paragraphs (a) and (b) of the following 

paragraphs: 

   “(a)  Within 10 days of leave to appeal being granted in 

terms of sections 316 up to and including 319 of the Criminal Procedure 

Act 51 of 1977— 

[, the appellant shall deliver to the registrar and the director of public 
prosecutions concerned, a notice containing the full residential and 
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postal address of the appellant and the address of his or her legal 
representative.] 
(i)  the appellant’s legal representative shall electronically forward to 

the registrar and the director of public prosecutions concerned, a 

notice containing the physical and electronic mail address of such 

legal representative; or 

(ii)  if the appellant is not legally represented then the appellant himself 

or herself shall electronically forward or serve on the registrar or 

director of public prosecutions, a notice containing the full 

residential and postal address of the appellant and an electronic 

mail address, if the appellant has an electronic mail address.  

   (b)  In the case of an appeal to the full court in terms of 

section 315(3) of the Criminal Procedure Act 51 of 1977, the registrar shall, 

subject to the provisions of section 316(5)(b) of the said Act, prepare an 

electronic copy of the case record or parts thereof, as the case may be, 

and shall furnish the State with a copy and, on payment of the prescribed 

fee by the appellant or the appellant’s legal representative, furnish the 

appellant or legal representative the electronic copy of the record: 

Provided that if the registrar is of the opinion that the appellant is unable 

to pay the prescribed fee, the record may be furnished without payment of 

any fee.”; 

(b)  by the deletion in subrule (1) of paragraph (c); 

(c)  by the substitution in subrule (2) for paragraph (c) of the following paragraph: 

“(c)  In each case, [four copies of the] written argument 

shall simultaneously be filed with the registrar:  Provided that where the e-

justice system is not operational, four copies of the written argument shall 

be filed.”; and 

(d)  by the substitution for subrule (4) of the following subrule: 

“(4)  The ultimate responsibility for ensuring that [all 
copies of] the record on appeal and all the necessary exhibits are in all 

respects properly before the court shall rest on the [appellant or his or 
her attorney] appellant’s legal representative: Provided that where the 

appellant is not legally represented [by an attorney], such responsibility 

shall rest on the director of public prosecutions.”. 
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Amendment of rule 50 of the Rules 
 

10. Rule 50 of the Rules is hereby amended— 

(a)  by the substitution for subrule (4) of the following subrule: 

“(4) (a)  The appellant or such appellant’s legal 

representative shall, within 40 days of noting the appeal, apply to the 

registrar in writing for the assignment of a date for the hearing of the appeal 

and shall simultaneously— 

(i)  give notice of the application to all other parties; and  

(ii)  if the appellant is legally represented, such legal representative 

shall inform the registrar in writing of the legal representative’s 

physical and electronic mail addresses; or  

(iii)  if the appellant is not legally represented the appellant shall inform 

the registrar of his or her full residential and postal addresses and 

an electronic mail address if the appellant has electronic mail. 

(b)  In the absence of such an application by the 

appellant, the respondent or the respondent’s legal representative, may at 

any time before the expiry of the period of 60 days referred to in subrule 

(1), apply for a date of hearing in like manner. 

(c)  Upon receipt of such an application [from] by 

or on behalf of the appellant or respondent, the appeal shall be deemed 

to have been duly prosecuted.”; 

(b)  by the substitution in subrule (7) for paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of the following 

paragraphs: 

  “(a)  The applicant shall simultaneously with the 

application for a date for the hearing of the appeal referred to in subrule 

(4) file with the registrar and serve on all other parties a copy of the record 

certified in terms of paragraph (c): Provided that where the e-justice 

system is not operational, the applicant shall file with the registrar two 

copies of the record and shall upon request by the registrar file as many 

additional copies as are required where the appeal is to be heard by more 

than two judges.  
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  (b)  The record shall be clearly typed in double 

spacing, the pages shall be consecutively numbered and every tenth line 

on each page shall be numbered. 

  (c) The record shall contain a correct and 

complete copy of the pleadings, evidence and all documents necessary 

for the hearing of the appeal, together with an index thereof, and shall be 

certified as correct by the legal practitioner or party filing the record or by 

the person who prepared the record.”; 

(c)  by the deletion in subrule (7) of paragraph (d); 

(d)  by the substitution in subrule (8) for paragraph (a) of the following paragraph: 

    “(a)  Save [in so far] insofar as these affect the 

merits of an appeal, subpoenas, notices of trial, consents to 

postponements, schedules of documents, notices to produce or inspect, 

and other documents of a formal nature shall be omitted from [the copies 
of] the record prepared in terms of [the aforegoing sub-rule.] subrule 

(7): [A] Provided that a list [thereof] of the documents omitted shall be 

included in the record.”; and 

(e)  by the substitution for subrule (9) of the following subrule: 

“(9)  (a)  Not less than 15 days before the appeal is 

heard the appellant shall deliver a concise and succinct statement of the 

main points, without elaboration, which the appellant intends to argue on 

appeal, as well as a list of the authorities to be tendered in support of each 

point. 

(b)  Not less than 10 days before the appeal is 

heard the respondent shall deliver a similar statement.”. 

 

Amendment of rule 51 of the Rules 
 

11. Rule 51 of the Rules is hereby amended— 

(a)  by the substitution for subrule (2) of the following subrule: 

“(2)  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any rule 

contained, a notice may be served on an appellant or his or her legal 

representative— 
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(a) through the e-justice system where operational if the appellant’s 

legal representative or the appellant has access to the e-justice 

system;  

(b)  through an e-mail if the appellant or his or her legal representative 

has provided an electronic mail address; 

(c)  by the sheriff or any person authorised to serve on behalf of the 

State, at an address on the notice of appeal or which the appellant 

or his or her legal representative has subsequently furnished to the 

registrar; or 

(d)  except when no other means is available, then by registered post 

to an address referred to in paragraph (c).”; and  
(b)  by the substitution in subrule (5) for subparagraph (b)(ii) of the following 

subparagraph: 

“(ii) be sent using the e-justice system where operational or to an 

electronic mail address, whichever is applicable:  

Provided that where the appellant is incarcerated, it shall be served upon 

the head of the correctional centre who shall hand a hard copy of the notice 

to the appellant.”.    

 

Amendment of rule 52 of the Rules 
 

12. Rule 52 of the Rules is hereby amended—  

(a)  by the substitution in subrule (1) for paragraph (c) of the following paragraph: 

“[(c)] (c)  a court has reserved a question of law arising on the trial of 

an appellant in terms of section 319 of the said Act— 

(i) the registrar of the court which tried the appellant shall lodge 

with the registrar of the Supreme Court of Appeal [six 
copies] a copy of the record ([one of] which shall be 

certified by the first-named registrar) of the proceedings in 

the trial court and deliver [such number of copies] one 

copy to the State [as may be considered necessary]: 
Provided that instead of the whole record, with the consent 

of the appellant and the State, [copies] a copy ([one of] 
which shall be certified by the first-named registrar) may be 
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transmitted of such parts of the record as may be agreed 

upon by the appellant and the State to be sufficient, in which 

event the Supreme Court of Appeal may nevertheless call 

for [copies] a copy of the whole record; 

(ii) the appellant may, on payment of the prescribed fees, obtain 

from the registrar of the court which tried the appellant [such 
number of copies of the record or parts of the record (as 
the case may be) as may be necessary for his or her 
purpose], an electronic copy: Provided that if the appellant 

is unable [by reason of poverty] to pay the prescribed fees 

the appellant shall be entitled to obtain the same without 

payment of any fees. 

(iii) if the appellant is incarcerated, a hard copy of the record 

shall be served on the head of the correctional facility who 

shall hand it to the appellant.”. 

 

Amendment of rule 53 of the Rules 
 

13. Rule 53 of the Rules is hereby amended— 

(a) by the substitution in subrule (1) for the words preceding paragraph (a) of the 

following words: 

“(1)  Save where any law otherwise provides, all proceedings to 

bring under review the decision or proceedings of any [inferior] lower court and 

of any tribunal, board or officer performing judicial, quasi-judicial or administrative 

functions shall be by way of notice of motion directed and [delivered] served by 

the party seeking to review such decision or proceedings [to] on the magistrate, 

presiding officer or chairperson of the court, tribunal or board or to the officer, as 

the case may be, and [to] on all other parties affected[-]—”. 

 (b) by the substitution in subrule (1) for paragraph (b) of the following paragraph: 

 “(b)  calling upon the magistrate, presiding officer, chairperson or officer, 

as the case may be, to [despatch] send, within 15 days after receipt of 

the notice of motion, to the registrar the record of such proceedings sought 

to be corrected or set aside, together with such reasons as the magistrate, 

presiding officer, chairperson or officer, as the case may be is by law 
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required or desires to give or make, and to notify the applicant that such 

magistrate, presiding officer, chairperson or officer, as the case may be 

has done so.”. 

(c) by the substitution for subrule (3) of the following subrule: 

“[(3) The registrar shall make available to the applicant the 
record despatched as aforesaid upon such terms as the registrar thinks 
appropriate to ensure its safety, and the applicant shall thereupon cause 
copies of such portions of the record as may be necessary for the purposes 
of the review to be made and shall furnish the registrar with two copies and 
each of the other parties with one copy thereof, in each case certified by 
the applicant as true copies. The costs of transcription, if any, shall be 
borne by the applicant and shall be costs in the cause.] 

(3) (a)  The registrar shall make available to the applicant a 

copy of the record sent to him or her referred to in subrule (1)(b), in the following 

manner— 

(i) through the e-justice system where operational, if the applicant or his or 

her legal representative has access to the e-justice system; 

(ii)  to the applicant’s or his or her legal representative’s electronic mail 

address, if the applicant or his or her legal representative does not have 

access to the e-justice system but has chosen an electronic mail address 

for service; or 

(iii)  a hard copy, upon payment of the prescribed copy charge. 

(b) The applicant shall thereupon furnish the registrar 

with a copy of such portions of the record as may be necessary for the purposes 

of the review, through the e-justice system where operational, by electronic mail 

or by lodging a hard copy with the registrar. 

 (c)  The costs of transcription, if any, shall be borne by 

the applicant and shall be costs in the cause.”. 

 

Amendment of rule 62 
 

14. Rule 62 of the Rules is hereby amended— 

(a)  by the substitution for subrules (1), (2), (5) and (7) of the following subrules, 

respectively: 
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“(1)  Where a matter has to be heard by more than one 

judge, the registrar shall supply a copy of all pleadings, important notices, 

annexures, affidavits and the like [shall be filed] for the use of each 

additional judge. 

(2)  All documents filed [with] at the court, using either 

the e-justice system or the conventional method, other than exhibits or 

facsimiles thereof, shall be [clearly] clear and [legibly] legible and if 

printed [or typewritten], shall be in [permanent]  black [or blue-black] 
ink on one side only of paper of good quality and of A4 standard size. [A 
document shall be deemed to be type-written if it is reproduced 
clearly and legibly on suitable paper by a duplicating, lithographic, 
photographic or any other method of reproduction.]”. 

(5)  Every affidavit filed with the registrar by or on behalf 

of a respondent shall, if such respondent is represented, on the first page 

thereof bear the name and electronic mail address of the [attorney] legal 

representative filing it.  

“[(7) Any party to a cause, and any person having a personal 
interest therein, with leave of the registrar on good cause shown, 
may at the registrar’s office, examine and make copies of all 
documents in such cause.] 

(7)  Any person may examine and obtain copies of all 

documents in a court file—  

(a)  If printed, at the office of the registrar and upon payment of the 

prescribed fees;  

(b)  through the e-justice system where operational; or 

(c)  electronically at an electronic mail address.”; and 

 (b)  by the addition of subrules (8) and (9): 

“(8)  Documents for inclusion in an electronic bundle for 

trial shall— 

(a)  if in hard copy, be scanned and converted to PDF format and if 

electronic, be converted to PDF format; 

(b)  if a document is not able to be converted to PDF format, be 

converted to a suitable format by agreement between the parties 

to facilitate the inclusion of the document in a bundle for trial: 
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Provided that any document so converted shall be maintained in 

the original format and be available for production.;  

(9)  Parties who do not have access to the e-justice 

system shall be assisted by the service desk to comply with the 

provisions of subrule (8)(a).". 

 

Commencement 
 

15. These Rules come into operation on 30 January 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


